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Miss.  Baptist  Beginnings  is  dedicated 


By  William  H.  Perkin*  Jr. 

Editor 


ing  our  Lord  for  what  He  has  done 
through  Mississippi  Baptists,"  said 
Ken  Cook,  president  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Historical  Commission,  on  tne 
occasion  of  die  May  30  dedication  of 
the  new  Mississippi  Baptist 
Beginnings^  historical  exhibit  on 
Highway  61  near  Fayette. 

y'This  exhibit  beautifully  illus¬ 
trates  and  commemorates  the 
resourcefulness,  the  loyalty,  the 
devotion,  and  the  courage  of 
Mississippi  Baptists,"  he  said.  "We 
honor  the  memory  of  our  valiant 
ancestors  who  labored  long  and  hard 
in  every  way  they  could  to  establish, 
nurture,  ana  build  churches." 

The  historical  exhibit  is  a  circular 
driveway  with  17  large,  weather- 
resistant  plaques  placed  at  intervals 
around  the  circle.  The  exhibit  is 
punctuated  with  a  30-foot  cross  that 
can  be  seen  for  great  distances  by 
vehicles  approaching  the  exhibit 
along—  Highway  61,  one  of 
Mississippi’s  busiest  highways. 

The  exhibit  begins  with  a  wel¬ 
come  plaque  and  ends  with  a 
plaque  that  contains  an  invitation  to 
become  a  Christian.  In  between 
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STORICAL  MOMENT  —  Ken  Cook,  chairman  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Historical 
nission,  speaks  May  30  at  the  dedication  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Beginnings  histori- 
<hibit  on  Highway  61  south  of  Fayette.  The  circular  exhibit,  located  a  short  distance 
the  site  of  the  first  Baptist  church  in  the  state,  spans  the  history  of  Baptists  in 
ssippi  and  features  1 7  plaques  as  well  as  parking  for  buses.  Behind  Cook  to  the  right 
thirty-foot  cross  that  beckons  travelers  to  visit  the  exhibit.  (Photo  by  Tony  Martin) 

Futral,  executive  director-treasurer  of  the  said,  and  site  preparation  was  started. 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board,  citing  Design  and'construction  took  several 

the  formation  of  Salem  Church,  also  known  years,  and  the  result  is  the  new,  spacious 
as  Cole's  Creek  Oiurch,  by  seven  hardy  historical  exhibit  located  along  Highway 
Baptists  m  1791  almost  within  sight  of  the  61,  according  to  McMillan, 
present  day  exhibit  Futral  paid  homage  to  McMillan's 

nine  character  and  the  DNA  of  those  doggedness  in  bringing  the  exhibit  to 
people  flows  through  us  "  Futral  said.  In  completion  over  ten  years,  including  his 
those  early  days,  even  the  civil  and  reli-  winding  journey  through  state  bureau¬ 
s'™8  authorities  were  against  them,  cracy  to  discover  where  the  Mississippi 
With  great  courage,  they  kept  serving  Department  of  Transportation  Had 
.  he  said.  stored  the  Boyd  Shelter  materials, 

n  ™18  “  not.  aboVt  just  Mississippi  "No  individual  has  been  more  signifi- 
Baptists,  Futral  continued,  "but  Jesus  at  cant  than  Edward  McMillan,"  in  making 
work  among  some  folks  in  Mississippi,  the  historical  exhibit  a  reality  for 
Every  one  of  these  panels,  and  more  pan-  Mississippi  Baptists,  Futral  said.  On 
els  that  could  be  added,  tell  the  story  behalf  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
that  God  has  been  at  work."  Convention  Board,  Futral  presented 

Edward  McMillan,  longtime  executive  McMillan  with  a  framed  reproduction  of 
secretary  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  the  exhibit's  17  plaques  and  30-foot  cross. 
Historical  Commission,  told  the  crowd  Citing  the  Mississippi  Baptist  giants 
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A  little  honesty,  please 


ambling  has  wrought  many 


I  changes  in  Mississippi  since  it  was 
V-X  legalized  in  1992,  but  did  you 
know  that  it  has  created  employment  for 
everyone  in  Tunica  County  and  put  a 
pickup  in  every  driveway?  That's  what 
the  mayor  of  Biloxi  apparently  believes. 

According  to  the  May  14  edition  of 
BaldwinCountyNow.com,  a  web  site  that 
covers  south  Alabama  news,  Biloxi  Mayor 
AJ.  Holloway  addressed  the  recent 
Southern  Gaming  Summit  in  his 
fair  city  and  said  me  following: 

I r  "(Legalized  gambling ]  has  been  a 

big  boom  for  Mississippi...  [Tunica 
County]  was  the  Sugar  Ditch  of  the 
Unitea  States  before  casinos  come 
in,  and  they  have  a  new  pickup 
truck  at  every  house  now...  The 
casinos  came  and  everybody  in  and 


"In  1980,  when  unemployment  aver¬ 
aged  11.7%,  there  were  six  property 
crimes  reported.  From  2001 -2(X)5,  when 
unemployment  averaged  eight  percent, 
there  was  an  average  of  619  non-violent 
crimes  reported  per  year  for  an  average 
annual  increase  of  over  10,000%,*  he 
pointed  out. 

"Even  if  it  were  true  that  that  people  in 
Tunica  County  have  more  jobs  and  money,  it 
does  not  follow  that  casino  gambling  has 
made  Ttoiica  a  better  community.  The  statis¬ 
tics...  speak  for  themselves  regardless  of 
what  pro-gambling  politicians  say," 
Chambers  concluded. 

Time  after  time,  from  the  Governor's 
Mansion  to  state 
pants  of  city 
Mississi 
deceivet 

of  legalized  gambling.  Holloway 


Editor's 

Notebook 


Islators  to  the  occu- 
1,  far  too  many 
pi  politicans  have  consistently 
us  about  the  economic  wonders 

„  “ _ ./  is  mere- 

,  est  in  that  long  line. 

Ilgiiyr i  |vrw¥^.  .  |  "  while  lives  are  ruined,  families  shat- 

*1  gather  that  he  presupposed  that  tered,  and  careers  and  reputations 
casino  gambling  creates  a  positive  envi-  destroyed  daily  by  the  scourge  oflegalized 
ronment  by  creating  more  jobs  and  state-  gambling,  we  get  the  same  pablum  form 
based  assistance  tnat  will  result  in  a  our  politicians.  First,  we  were  promised 
'better'  community.  That  begs  the  ques-  that  legalized  alcohol  would  solve  all  our 
tion,  does  the  evidence  show  that  the  economic  problems,  then  gambling  was  to 
infusion  of  money  has  indeed  made  be  our  salvation.  As  public  schools  strug- 
Tunica  a  better  community?*  gle  to  meet  their  budgets  and  the  state 

A  modicum  of  research  by  Chambers  Medicaid  system  faces  disastrous  cuts  in 
provided  the  stark  answer  to  his  question,  services  (to  name  only  two  areas  among 
With  little  variance  in  population  for  many)  it  is  inarguable  that  most  of  the 
TUnica  County  over  the  last  i8  years,  the  promised  miracles  have  not  come  to  pass, 
number  of  violent  crimes  reported  in  regardless  of  what  die  politicians  say. 
Tunica  County  went  from  four  violent  When  it  comes  to  die  cold,  hud  realities  of 
crimes  in  1980  (12  years  before  casino  gambling  in  Mississippi,  a  little  honesty  is 
gambling)  to  an  average  of  83  per  year  or  apparently  too  much  to  ask  of  our  leaders. 


casinos  came  and  ev 
around  Tunica  got  a 


Well.  That's  quite  a  mouthful. 
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An  ocean  of  sticks,  clubs, 
and  machetes  wave  to 
the  low,  rhythmic 
chants  of  Kenyan  youths. 
Nearly  100  gather  to  protest 
the  fate  of  their  country  in  a 
small  slum  in  Nairobi. 

A  few  hundred  yards  away, 
government  forces  dressed  in 

Erotective  gear  form  a  line  to 
eep  them  from  advancing  — 
riot  shields  raised,  guns  and 
tear  gas  bombs  poised.  A 
water  cannon  truck  moves 
into  position. 

Chants  of  "No  justice,  no 
peace!"  grow  in  volume.  The 
mantra  steadily  gains  power. 
Stones  start  to  fly.  Youths  in 
the  front  line  try  to  advance 
through  milky  gray  clouds  of 
tear  gas  while  die  rest  break 
ranks  and  run  down  three- 

foot-wide  paths  f  _ 

shacks,  eyes  Dloodshot,  filled 
with  anger,  looking  to  wreak 
havoc  on  anyone  who  is  not  a 
member  of  their  tribe. 

Police  chase  after  them,  but 
it's  useless.  There's  no  way  to 
keep  up  with  the 
frenzy.  Screams  < 
every  direction  as 

pulled  from  their  1  _ _ 

savagely  beaten.  People  run 
screaming,  desperately  search¬ 
ing  for  safety/ 

In  chaos  like  this,  it  is  diffi¬ 
cult  to  differentiate  one  'scream 
from  another,  but  today  is  dif¬ 
ferent.  I  hear  a  piercing  wad, 
octaves  above  the  others.  I  put 
away  my  notebook  and  camera 
and  follow  die  sound. 


into  the  blood.  The  closer  I  get 
to  the  toddler;  the  louder  ne 
screams.  I  know  I  scare  him, 
but  I  have  to  get  him  to  safety.  1 
pick  him  up.  He  kicks  and  nits 
me.  He  screams  in  my  ear. 

It's  the  scream  that  drew 
me  here. 

Months  later,  the  toddler's 

a  and  other  sounds  of  terror 
haunt  my  sleep.  I  wake 
up  wondering  what  happened 
to  him.  I  wonder  if  he  still  sees 
the  attacker  as  I  do  when  my 

,  . _  ,  ...  , _  _  ,,  eyes  are  closed.  I  wonder  if  he 

1  step  over  makeshift  bam-  Feet  sprawl  from  the  door  of  survived  the  internally  dis- 
cades,  walk  through  the  black  a  smoking  tattered  shack.  An  placed  persons  (IDP)  camp  to 
tar  smoke  of  burning  tues,  older  youth  ahead  on  the  path  which  Itook  *  * 
andjump  over  open  sewage,  looks  at  me.  He  smirks,  then  My  mind 
Rioting  youths  run  past,  rais-  kisses  a  bloody  panga  before  the  "what  if" 
ing  their  pangas  (machetes)  raising  it  in  the  air.  I  know  what  had  followed 
and  rungus  (clubs)  to  the  sky  just  happened.  f _ _ 

.  ,  ^  triumph.  They  want  their  Another  blood-curdling  had  not  stopr 

between  picture  taken,  and  strike  a  scream  brings  my  attention 
pose  reminiscent  of  conquer-  back  to  the  shack.  I  take  a  deep 
mg  heroes.  I  ignore  them.  I  am  breath  and  step  inside 
focused  on  finding  the  source  Someone  must  still  be  alive  On 
of  the  heart-wrenching  sound,  the  floor  is  a  young  woman. 

I  Am  closer,  but  run  into  Blood  oozes  from  a  gash  in  her 
another  group  of  youths  loot-  head  and  pools  on  the  dirt  floor 
w  ing  and  pulling  apart  meager  around  her. 
from  slum  dwellings  it's  not  dtffi-  A  toddler  stands  next  to  his 
le  cult.  Walls  of  thiiv  corrugated  dead  mother.  Tears  drop  from 
is  and  metal  are  knocked  over  with  a  his  round  cheeks  and  splash  in 
couple  blows.  They  tire  of  this  his  mother's  blood.  He  runs  to 
ana  set  the  homes  on  fire,  the  only  chair  not  overturned 
There  s  dancing  and  singing  in  thie  ransacked  house  He 

anlcf1fbr>tion- ,  .  .  J  crawls  up  on  it  and  turns  his 

The  scream  gets  louder  and  back  to  me  as  if  hiding,  and 
more  intense.  I  cover  my  ears.  I  continues  to  scream. 

1  MP  "Ml  down  the 


Guest  Opinion : 


The  scream 


Baptist  Record  Advisory  Committee: 
Marcus  Bowers,  Brandon 
jimmy  McFatter,  Amory 
Billie  Buckley,  Petal 
lames  Bates,  Gulfport 
Archie  Herrin,  Columbia 
Chris  Webb,  jackson 


By  Sue  Sprenkle, 
International  Mission  Board 


instantly  plays 
;ame.  What  if  I 
ie  sound  just  a 
few  minutes  earlier?  What  if  I 
t  stopped  to  take  a  pic¬ 
ture  en  router  Would  the  moth¬ 
er  still  be  alive?  What  if  I  had 
brought  the  toddler  home  with 
me?  What  if  he  ends  up  on  the 
street  or  in  an  orphanage 
because  no  one  claims  nim? 
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ted  weekly  except  weeks  of  My  4 


Sprenkle  is  the  International 
Mission  Board's  overseas  corre¬ 
spondent  for  Africa.  Her  com- 

ts  or  re"r,”y  o/ 


inside  me  warns  against  findi 
the  source  of  this  sound,  but 
pierces  my  soul  I  continue  on. 


June  12, 2006 


The  Baptist  Rbcokd 


Zimbabwe  relief  supplies  reaching  poor 


BULAWAYO,  Zimbabwe 
(BP)  —  Boxes  of  desperately 
needed  food  are  leaching  fami¬ 
lies  in  Zimbabwe  suffering 
through  that  country's  food  cri¬ 
sis,  and  the  Southern  Baptist 
and  Zimbabwean  Baptist  part¬ 
ners  delivering  the  food  are 
hearing  heartfelt  expressions  of 


asked  to  pray  in  mid-May  that 
customs  and  duty  charges  on 
the  food  would  be  minimal. 
Increases  in  those  costs  had  cre¬ 
ated  concern  about  getting  the 
parcels  into  foe  country. 

Within  days,  however; 
Zimbabwe's  government 
announced  a  90-day  suspension 
of  duty  charges  on  imported 
basic  goods. 


"I  was  very  concerned  that  foe 
new  rules  would  cost  us  about  an 
additional  $75,000  to  get  this 
shipment  in,  but  God  has  proven 
His  involvement  in  this  project 
onoe  again  through  these  new 
customs  rules,"  said  Mark 
Hatfield  who  leads  work  in  Sub- 
Saharan  Africa  for  Baptist  Global 
Response,  a  Southern  Baptist 
international  relief  and  develop¬ 
ment  organization.  "Your  prayers  this 
have  made  a  difference!"  mor 

Two  shipments  totaling  about  that 
1,000  boxes  were  delivered  in  foe  this 
country  early  in  2008,  and  anoth-  V 
er  850  boxes  arrived  in  mid-May.  Zim 
Another  shipment  of  1,550  food  Con 
parcels  departed  Johannesburg,  ened 
South  Africa,  for  the  Zimbabwe  that 


IN  JESUS'  NAME  —  Southern  Baptists  continue  to  provide  relief  for  people  around  the  globe,  as 
natural  disasters  claim  hundreds  of  thousands  of  lives.  Contributions  to  the  Southern  Baptist  World 
Hunger  and  General  Relief  funds  through  the  IMB  have  made  these  efforts  possible.  (IMB  photo) 


comi 


Myanmar,  China  aided  N 

RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  —  Southern  Baptists  continue  to  pro¬ 
vide  relief  in  Myanmar  and  China  following  catastrophic  disas¬ 
ters  in  the  two  Asian  countries  in  May.  Contributions  to  foe 
Southern  Baptist  World  Hunger  and  General  Relief  funds  have 
made  these  efforts  possible.  More  than  130,000  people  died  or 
are  missing  in  Myanmar  after  a  cyclone  ripped  through  the 
country  May  2.  An  earthquake  shook  China's  Sichuan  province 
a  few  days  later;  killing  more  than  70,000.  Millions  in  both  coun¬ 
tries  have  been  left  homeless.  Despite  restrictions  in  both  coun¬ 
tries,  foe  International  Mission  Board  has  provided  $600,000  in 
relief  funds.  These  funds  supplied  food,  water  filters  and  purifi¬ 
cation  systems,  sanitation  systems,  building  materials  and 
health  care.  More  gifts  to  these  funds  are  needed  to  continue  this 
work  around  foe  world.  World  Hungrf  funds  received  through 
the  IMB  are  used  to  meet  food-related  needs  —  assisting people 
with  receiving  food,  buying  food  and  growing  food.  General 
Relief  funds  provide  shelter;  dofoing,  construction  materials 
and  transportation.  Southern  Baptists  have  a  long  history  of 
responding  to  those  whose  lives  have  been  impacted  by  natur¬ 
al  disasters,  poverty,  famine,  wars,  and  other  struggles.  One  of 

followed  the  deadly  tsunami  that 
1  in  December  2001,  killing  more 
iving  millions  homeless.  Southern 
million  to  relief  efforts  foatprovid- 


Southem  Baptist  Convention  messengers  vote  to  refer  to  the  exec¬ 
utive  committee  a  June  9  motion  asking,  “in  light  of  the  Disney  boy¬ 
cott."  that  efforts  be  made  to  move  the  2000  site  of  the  annual  meet¬ 
ing  from  Orlando  to  New  York  City. 


With  only  a  692-vote  majority,  Jerry  Vines  is  elected  president  of 
foe  Southern  Baptist  Convention  over  Richard  Jackson,  assuring  the 
continuation  of  me  Conservative  Resurgence  in  foe  convention.  More 
than  31,000  votes  were  cast  in  the  presidential  election. 


foe  more  notable  resporv 
hit  foe  southern  Asia  re| 
than  230,000  people  and 


Baptists  gave  more  than  $17 
ed  food,  shelter  and  various 
ity  of  life.  For  more  information  on  international  reft 
go  to  wwwimb.org  and  dk*w  foehuman  needs 
Eik  at  the  "Give"  page  or  can  (800)  999-3113. 


In  an  unprecedented  action  in  the  99-year  history  of  Southern 
Seminary,  Louisville.  Ky..  13  theological  professors  are  dismissed  by 
foe  board  of  trustees. 
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,US  Christ  - 

Requests  the  •- 
Honor  of 
,  Your 
V  Presence 
W  in  Heaven! 


Br 

If 

P 

You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following  prayer 
with  Cod  in  your  own  words: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(1  have  sinned.) 

2.  1  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
death.  (I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  foe  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you.  5 
(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  with  Him.  (/ 
receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

" But  as  many  as  received  him, 
to  them  he  gave  ate  right  to  become 
children  of  Cod,  even  to  those  who 
believe  m  his  name. "  (John  1:12) 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiritu¬ 
al  guidance. 


faith..."  (Heb.  12:2).  Because  1 
was  in  a  car,  I  was  traveling  a 
lot  faster  than  most  of  the  folks 
on  that  Saturday  morning. 
However,  it  was  interesting  to 
watch  as  there  were  so  many 
different  levels  of  ability,  train¬ 
ing,  and  strength  or  at  least 
that  was  the  way  it  appeared  to 
me.  Some  folks  seemed  to  be 
in  better  shape  than  other  folks 
were.  Some  seemed  to  have 
greater  ability  than  others  did. 

It  occurred  to  me  that  the 

rd  with  which  you  travel  on 
road  does  not  necessarily 
make  you  a  better  or  worse  per¬ 
son  than  the  other  folks.  It  could 
mean  that  you  just  were  given 


Dealing  with 
Variable  Speeds 
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By  Charles  Man.  1932  -  2004 
copyrighted  2005 


It  was  a  beautiful  spring 
Saturday  morning  and  I  was 
on  my  way  to  a  speaking 
engagement.  I  left  home  before 
8  a.m.  knowing  that  I  had  plen¬ 
ty  of  time  to  get  where  I  was 
supposed  to  be  by  mid-morn¬ 
ing  and  was  looking  forward  to 
a  delightful  drive  north  on  the 
Natchez  Trace.  The  day  was  lowing  that  path  may  not  seem  go  faster  than  we  are  j 
progressing  fine  until  I  got  on  like  an  eignt-lane  interstate  There  is  urgency  and  a  [ 
the  Trace,  at  which  time  I  was  stretch  of  highway,  but  rather  get  things  done  that 
confronted  with  die  dilemma  more  like  traveling  the  Natchez  them.  There  may  hav 
of  what  to  do  now.  Bicycle  rid-  Trace.  Surely,  from  time  to  something  but  I 
ers  were  out  on  the  Trace,  time  all  of  us  kind  of  look  remember  an  issue,  a  pf 
which  is  not  unusual  at  all  and  around  in  the  area  where  we  a  building,  or  a  directi 
especially  on  a  Saturday  or  are  traveling  and  see  the  other  the  church  that  there  w 
Sunday  morning  but  the  fur-  folks  who  have  gotten  on  the  people  who  dealt  witl 
ther  I  went  die  more  of  them  road  with  us.  Some  are  young  variable  speeds, 
there  were,  and  I  realized  that  some  are  old,  some  are  rather  That  highlights  a 
there  was  a  race  in  progress,  energetic,  and  others  some-  issue.  Is  it  possible  to  g 
There  were  official  vehicles,  what  lethargic.  Some  seem  to  thing  doner  Is  there  ar 
city  police,  and  park  rangers  be  in  a  hurry  to  get  everything  to  get  the  people  o 
wno  were  helping  everyone  done  and  others  seem  to  be  together  on  the  same 
avoid  'a  collision  with  each  content  with  going  very  slowly,  while  traveling  on  the 
other.  My  drive  up  the  Trace,  Some  seem  to  be  more  gifted  road  and  accomplishing 
which  normally  would  be  kept  and  others  seem  to  be  more  mon  task?  How  do  ) 
around  die  50  mph  mark,  had  needy.  All  of  us  are  traveling  about  leading  a  group  th 
been  reduced  to  about  10  mph  the  same  road.  It  is  a  fellow-  be  strung  out  over  a  ! 
as  I  tried  to  weave  in  and  out  ship  of  believers  called  the  stretch  of  road?  May  I  a 
and  get  around  the  bicycle  rac-  church  and  I  can  assure  you  to  you  that  it  is  not  necc 
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Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
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Clue:  N-Y 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  lames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitu¬ 
tion.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last  week's 
puzzle  :  Second  Refer  Two  Nine 


William  Carey  University 


How  About 


Hattiesburg  Campus 


invites  Mississippi  Baptists  who  share  our  mission 


Guaranteed  1  Year 


to  explore  employment  opportunities  in  the  fields 


O’Mire  Financial  Services 
406  Orchard  Park  Drive 
Ridgeiand,  MS  39157 

1300.8443254 

601.9573041 


Nursing 

Education 

Accounting 

and 

Chemistry 


Find  out  more  at  www.wmcarey.edu 
under  “Jobs" 
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SBC  magazine  tackles  child  sexual  abuse  in  churches 

SBC  LIFE  SPECIAL  REPORT 

PROTECTING 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  The 
June/July  issue  of  SBC  Life  features  an 
eight-page  pull-out  special  report  on 
child  sexual  abuse  aimed  at  urging 
churches  to  take  steps  in  protecting  chil¬ 
dren  from  sexual  predators  and  assisting 
diem  in  doing  so. 

The  section  consists  of  seven  stories, 
including  a  heartbreaking  testimony 
from  a  woman  who  was  sexually  abused 
as  a  child,  a  testimony  from  a  former 
social  worker  who  worked  on  child 
abuse  cases,  and  an  article  from  the  co¬ 
founder  of  a  ministry  that  seeks  to  edu¬ 
cate  churches  about  the  problem. 

In  addition,  the  special  report 
titled.  Protecting  Our  Children: 
Accepting  the  Responsibility, 
Embracing  the  Privilege,  includes 
practical  advice  for  churches  and 
church  members  on  how  to  prevent 
sexual  abuse  within  their  congrega¬ 
tions  and  what  to  do  if  it  does  occur. 

The  special  report  amplifies  resources 
already  available,  including  one  at 
www.sbc.net/locaIchurches/  ministry- 
help.asp  that  includes  a  list  of  ways  to 
prevent  child  sexual  abuse. 

Studies  show  that  between  25-33%  of 
girls  and  five  percent  to  15%  of  boys  will 
be  sexually  abused  by  the  age  ot  18  — 
the  majority  of  them  abused  by  family 
members  or  trusted  family  friends,  the 
special  report  says. 

The  special  report  can  be  viewed 
online  at  www.SBCLife.net  or 
www.SBC.net,  and  ordered  by  calling 
866:722-5433.  Also,  copies  of  the  special 
report  are  included  as  a  pull-out  section 
in  the  june/July  issue  of  SBC  Life  mailed 
to  every  Southern  Baptist  church. 
Persons  interested  in  reading  the  paper 
copy  of  the  report  in  SBC  Life  should 
contact  their  church  office. 

"The  Apostle  Paul  reminded  us 
that  followers  of  Jesus  are  to  cast  off 
deeds  of  darkness  (Romans  13:12),  to 
put  on  the  armor  of  light  (Romans 
13:12)  and  to  walk  as  children  of  light 
(Ephesians  5:8),"  said  Roger  S.  (Sing) 
Oldham,  executive  editor  of  SBC  Life 
and  vice  president  for  convention 
relations  tor  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  Executive  Committee. 

"It  is  our  hope  and  prayer  that  this 
issue  of  SBC  Life  will  assist  our  churches 
in  shining  the  light  so  that  countless 
numbers  of  children  will  be  spared  die 
horror  of  abuse  at  the  hands  of  a  trusted 
spiritual  leader,"  he  said. 

The  special  report  consists  of: 

•  The  testimony  from  a  woman  who 
was  abused,  beginning  as  a  10-year- 
old,  by  her  father  —  the  church  pastor. 
The  abuse  continued  until  she  was 
around  age  17.  When  she  finally  made 
public  her  secret  years  later,  other 
women  in  her  church  came  forward  to 
tell  stories  of  how  they  also  had  been 
sexually  abused  by  other  men  in  vari¬ 
ous  churches  in  die  past.  Her  name 
was  changed  in  the  SBC  Life  story. 

"God  will  not  bless  our  churches  if 
we  do  not  deal  with  the  sin  of  these 
offenders  and  call  for  true  repentance," 
she  writes.  "...Churches  are  finally 
starting  to  address  the  problem  that 
there  are  many  victims  who  are  hurt¬ 
ing  and  need  healing;  but  too  often 
churches  excuse  the  offender,  enabling 
him  to  continue  in  his  abuse  of  others. 

•  Observations  on  Isaiah  1:17 
("Seek  justice,  encourage  the 
oppressea...")  and  how  it  relates  to 
the  topic  of  sexual  abuse. 
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"Our  Father  is  still  concerned  for 
those  who  are  victims  of  violence  and 
oppression,"  writes  John  Revell,  editor 
of  SBC  Life.  "God  still  expects  the 
oppressor  to  be  brought  to  justice.  He 
does  not  equate  forgiveness  with  the 
absolute  elimination  of  consequences. 

"Yet,  if  we  remain  silent  in  our 
churches,  justifying  inactivity  with  an 
anemic  ana  truncated  reference  to  'for¬ 
giveness/  our  claims  of  loving  and  obey¬ 
ing  God  ring  hollow." 

•  Insights  from  a  woman  who 
worked  10  years  as  an  adult  probation 
officer  dealing  directly  with  sexual 
abuse  cases.  The  writer,  Janice  LaRoy,  is 
currently  an  office  and  editorial  assistant 
in  the  SBC  Executive  Committee's  office 
of  convention  relations. 

"[W]e  must  recognize  that  the  prob¬ 
lem  is  real,  not  just  tout  there'  but  even 
in  our  churches,"  LaRoy  writes.  "I  faced 
this  reality  one  day  at  the  probation 
office  when,  much  to  my  surprise,  a  man 
who  had  just  received  felony  probation 
for  sexual  abuse  of  a  minor  walked  in 
and  he  was  from  my  own  church!  ...I 
wish  this  were  the  only  case  I  had 
encountered  involving  members  of 
evangelical  churches,  but  it  wasn't." 

•  An  article  by  Dale  Ingraham,  co¬ 
founder  of  Speaking  the  Truth  in  Love 
Ministries,  examining  Jude  4  and  its 
warning  against  evil  in  the  church  and 
urging  churches  to  deal  with  sexual 
predators  in  their  midst.  Ingraham 
and  his  wife,  Faith,  co-founaed  the 
ministry  to  address  the  sin  of  sexual 
abuse  in  the  body  of  Christ. 

"Tragically,  when  we  deny  the  sin, 
it  enables  offenders  to  continue  in 
their  sin  and  further  intimidates  vic¬ 
tims  into  not  speaking  up.  They  fear 
no  one  will  believe  them,"  Ingraham 
writes.  "...We  must  humble  ourselves 
and  admit  there  is  a  problem,  which 
means  that  we  no  longer  deny,  excuse, 
or  minimize  the  sin." 

•  An  article  by  Richard  Land,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention's  Ethics  4c  Religious  Liberty 
Commission  in  Nashville,  examining  die 
plight  of  abused  children  from  the  per¬ 
spective  of  a  commitment  to  the  sanctity 
of  human  life. 

"It  is  paramount  that  the  body  of 
Christ  do  all  it  can  to  protect  these  little 
ones,  from  insuring  that  the  church  and 
all  her  ministries  are  a  place  of  comfort- 
and  safety  to  reaching  out  to  new  moms 
and  dads  who  are  —  more  often  that  not 
—  suddenly  overwhelmed  by  the  chal¬ 


lenges  of  parenthood,"  Land  writes.  "A 
church  that  allows  any  child  to  be 
harmed  through  negligence  or  neglect 
soils  its  witness  in  tne  community  and 
brings  public  disrepute  to  God." 

•  An  article  examining  appropriate 
steps  for  screening  prospective  staff 
ana  volunteers.  It  was  written  by  Joe 
Langford,  president  &  CEO  of 
Florida-based  Edge  Information 
Management,  Inc.,  a  national  provider 
of  background  screening  and  drug 
testing  for  employers 

"Wnen  it  comes  f 


"While  it  is  vitally  important  to  the 
victim  that  reports  be  made,  it  is  also 
important  to  the  church  and  to  its  wit¬ 
ness,"  Guenther  writes.  "Failure  to 
report  a  crime  ends  up  hurting  all  par¬ 
ties  involved.  Believers  have  a  special 
responsibility  to  take  the  right  road  — 
the  road  of  obedience  both  to  biblical 
teaching  and  the  law." 

Through  die  special  section,  Oldham 
said,  "ra  wanted  die  issue  to  do  five 
things:  demonstrate  that  child  sexual 
abuse  is  a  real  problem  that  faces  our 
churches  through  testimonies  from  a  vic¬ 
tim  and  a  social  worker;  remind  our  read¬ 
ers  of  the  biblical  commands  to  promote 
justice,  protect  die  vulnerable  and  guard 
our  churches  from  sinful  practices;  under¬ 
score  that  we  have  legal  duties  to  protect 
die  innocent  and  report  the  guilty;  provide 


to  protecting  the  lives 
and  safety  of  our  children,  aren't  these 
steps  reasonable?"  he  asks  at  the  end  of 
his  article.  "If  taking  these  steps  can  help 
prevent  our  children  from  being 
exposed  to  the  unimaginable,  isn't  it 

worth  the  extra  effort?"  . ,  - - - r  - - 0 , .  r - 

•  An  article  by  SBC  general  coun-  practical  steps  churches  can  take  to  make 
sel  James  P.  Guenther  looking  at  the  their  ministnes  as  safe  as  possible  for  chil- 
steps  and  procedures  a  church 
should  follow  if  an  incident  of  child 
abuse  is  discovered. 


dren;  and  point  readers  to  resources  pro¬ 
vided  by  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
entities  and  state  conventions." 


California  court  reaffirms 
homosexual  marriage  ruling 


SAN  FRANCISCO  (BP)  —  The 
California  Supreme  Court  turned  back 
pro-family  groups  June  4  by  refusing  to 
delay  its  pro-homosexual  marriage 
decision  from  going  into  effect  giving 
the  green  light  for  same-sex  couples 
statewide  to  get  "married"  June  17. 

The  4-3  margin  ruling  —  identi¬ 
cal  to  its  earlier  decision  —  came 
without  comment  and  was  a  seri¬ 
ous  blow  to  social  conservatives 
who  had  hoped  the  justices  would 
stay  their  ruling  until  citizens  con¬ 
sider  a  proposed  constitutional 
marriage  amendment  on  the 
November  ballot. 

Some  amendment  opponents 
believe  they  have  a  greater  dianoe  of 
defeating  the  amendment  if  homosexu¬ 
al  marriages  already  are  taking  place,  a 
scenario  which  now  will  be  the  case. 

Two  Christian  legal  groups,  the 
Alliance  Defense  Fund  and 
Counsel  had  filed  legal  briefs  i 
ing  the  delay. 

California  now  will  become  the  sec¬ 
ond  state,  after  Massachusetts,  to  legal¬ 
ize  "marriage"  between  homosexuals. 
The  amendment  promoted  by  the 


group  ProtectMarriage.com  would 
reverse  the  court's  ruling,  although 
there  will  be  some  legal  debate  as  to 
what  happens  to  the  licenses  if  the 
amendment  in  fact  passes. 

Glen  Lavy,  Alliance  Defense  Fund 
senior  counsel  said  in  a  news  release 
that  the  original  decision,  handed 
down  May  15,  was  "the  most  egregious 
case  of  judicial  activism  in  modem 
American  history.  The  refusal  to  wait 
for  the  people  to  decide  by  the  constitu¬ 
tional  process  confirms  mat" 

Liberty  Counsel's  Mathew  D. 
Staver  agreed.  "Denying  a  stay  in 
light  ot  the  certification  of  the 
Marriage  Protection  Act  for  the 
November  ballot  reveals  the  political 
agenda  of  a  handful  of  judges," 
Staver  said  in  a  news  release.  "Judges 
acting  as  judges  and  not  as  legislators 
would  have  granted  the  stay.  The  bat- 
tie  over  marriage  is  far  from  over  and 
will  not  be  decided  by  four  judges. 
The  people  will  decide  in  November." 

For  more  information  about  the  pro¬ 
posed  constitutional  marriage  amend¬ 
ment  in  California,  visit 
www.ProtectMarriage.com 
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2.  Ainsworth  family 
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Highland  Church,  Natchez, 
will  present  Heaven's  Gates 


p.m.,  and  June  16-17,  7  p.m. 
Free  admission;  tickets  are 
required  and  available  at 
(6ul)  445-0719  or  431-3021. 

2.  Shadv  Grove  Ch 


Ainsworth  to  the  ministry 
May  4.  He  is  available  for 
pit  supply.  Shown  are 
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6.  Burris  recognition,  Noithcreat  Church,  Meridian 


3.  Van  Norman  and  Whittington 


3.  Enterprise 


ordained  Shan  Van  Norman 
to  the  ministry  recently. . 
Shown  are  Van  Norman  and 
pastor  Ernest  Whittington. 

4.  First  Church,  Potts  Camp, 
recognized  their  youngest 
and  oldest  mothers  May  11. 
Shown  are  some  of  the 
mothers. 

5.  Calvary  Church,  Bogue 
Chitto,  held  a  baby  dedica¬ 
tion  May  11.  Shown  are  the 
participants. 

6.  North  crest  Church, 

Meridian,  recognized  Max 
O.  Burris  for  25  years  of  ser¬ 
vice  at  the  church  as  minis¬ 
ter  of  worship  and/or  asso¬ 
ciate  pastor  -  senior  adults 
May  18.  He  was  recognized 
in  the  morning  worship  ser¬ 
vice  and  honored  with  a 

tion  that  evening. 


7.  New  Hope  Church,  Foxwocth 


4.  First  Church,  Potts  Camp 


5.  Baby  dedication.  Calvary  Church,  Bogue  Chitto 


New  Hope  Church, 
Foxworth,  dedicated  its 
new  pavilion  May  17. 

Thrasher  Church, 

Booneville,  recognized  its 
high  school  graduates  May 
18.  Pastor  Dewitt  Bain  pre¬ 
sented  each  with  a  Bible. 
From  left,  Kaylee  Wright, 
Mallory  Johnson,  Jesse 
Hastings,  Whitney 

Cummings,  and  Zandu 
Bartram. 

Edwards  Church,  Edwards, 
collected  pennies  for  the 
Memorial  to  die  Missing  at 
the  Bapdst  Building  in 
Jackson.  Shown  are  wMu 
director  Minnie  Cook  and 
pastor  John  McCall. 
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9.  Edwards  Church,  Edwards 
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13.  Calvary  Church,  Bogue  Chitto 


and  Aug.  16, 7  p.m.,  Mt.  Zion 
Church,  Osyka.  Call  (601) 
567-0052,  341-1312,  or  341- 
1314  for  information. 

11.  Stanley  D.  Stamps,  native 
Mississippian  and  former 
IMB  missionary,  has  written 

;  Vision,  a  histo- 
in  Honduras.  It 
at  Christian  book 
stores,  from  CrossHouse 
Publishing,  P.O.  Box  461592, 
Garland,  TX,  75046,  or  from 
Stanley  Stamps  at  501  North 
Pleasant  St,  Hillsboro,  TX, 
76645,  for  $24.95. 

12.  First  Church,  Vicksb 


ebration  July  6, 3  p.m.,  featur¬ 
ing  die  Mid-Sou tn  US.  Navy 
Band,  followed  by  an  old- 
fashioned  ice  cream  social. 


13.  The  GAs  of  Calvary  Church, 
Bogue  Chitto,  attended  the 
Missions  Madness  Day  May 
17  at  First  Church, 
Brookhaven.  Shown  are  die 
participants. 

14.  Cedar  View  Church,  Olive 
Brandi,  will  host  The  Reeves 
J^mily  June  21, 6  p.m. 

15.  First  Church,  Potts  Camp, 
recognized  its  high  school 
graduates  May  18  Shown 
are  Chelsea  Stanton.  Brittany 
Tomlinson,  Billy  Mitchell 
Casey  Luther,  and  Jake 
Howell. 


16.  Mississippi  •  Association 
graduated  its  first  English  as 
a  Second  Language  dass 
May  12.  Shown  are  teacher 
Linda  Sterling  and  dass 
members. 

17.  Dumas  Church,  Dumas, 
honored  its  graduates  May  4. 
Shown  are  the  graduates  and 
youth  minister  Chris  Shinall 
Scott  Hudson,  pastor 

18.  Slayden  Church,  Slayden, 
honored  their  graduates  May 
18.  The  Zack  Ross  Memorial 
Scholarship  was  presented  to 
these  students:  Tyler 
Sanders,  Nealy  Jones, 
Rebecca  Kennedy,  Michelle 
Russell,  and  Megan  Walker. 

19.  Weir  Church  will  host  Ann 
Downingon,  a  performer  on 
the  Gaither  Homecoming 
Videos,  on  June,  15,  at  6  p.m. 


16.  Mississippi  Association  ESL  dass 
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Life  Way  Church  Bua  Sale* 


William  Carey  University 

Hattiesburg  Gulfport  New  Orleans 

Another  Successful  Year  at  WCUi  \ 

♦  Established  College  of  Osteopathic  Medicine 
♦  Broke  ground for  new  Gulf  Coast  campus 

♦ Earned  national  accreditation  in  Nursing 

♦  Started  Master  of  Music  Education  program 
♦ Placed  6th  at  National  Forensics  Association 

♦ Named  GCAC  Mens  Socccer  Champions 
♦ Named  GCAC  Womens  Soccer  Champions 
♦ Ranked  5th  nationally  Softball  Team 
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This  ad  it  provided  by  the  Education  Commission  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board.  The  Education  Commission  is  the  primary 
liaison  between  Mississippi  Baptists  and  our  three  Baptist  institutions  of 
higher  learning  -  Blue  Mountain,  Mississippi  College,  and  William  Carey 
University.  The  Commission  acknowledges  and  is  grateful  for  the  support 
of  MS  Baptists  for  these  three  institutions.  It  is  important  to  encourage 
potential  students  in  our  churches  and  youth  programs  to  consider 
attending  a  Baptist  collegc/university  in  Mississippi. 

www.wmcarey.edu 
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10.  The  Master's  Hands  puppet 
ministry,  Tangipahoa 
Church,  Summit,  will  be 
performing  Come  and  Praise 
Him  June  22,  6:45  j  p.IW./ 
Tangipahoa  Church;  July  1Z 
7  p.m.,  Eddiceton  Church, 
McCall  Creek;  July  19, 7  pm. 
New  Hope  Church, 
Foxworth;  Aug.  3,  6  p.m.. 
South  McComb  Church, 
McComb;  July  27,  630  pm 
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18.  Slayden  Church,  Slayden 


17.  Dumas  Church,  Dumas,  graduate  recognition 


15.  First  Church,  Potts  Camp 
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1.  Union  Church,  Sardis: 
Revival,  June  15  - 19;  Sun., 
11  a.m.  and  6  p.m.;  Mon.  - 
Thurs.,  7  p.m.;  ‘  Charles 
Steele,  speaker. 

2.  Palestine  Church, 

Harrisville:  Homecoming, 
June  22, 11  a.m.,  followed  by 
lunch;  John  Paifcet  speaker. 

3.  Hebron  Church,  Grenada: 
100th  anniversary,  June  21 
-  22;  Sat.,  6  p.m.,  fellow¬ 
ship,  food,  and  music; 
Sun.,  services,  10  a.m.,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  potluck  lunch; 
Harold  Simmons,  speaker; 
Jimmy  Hood,  music. 

4.  Rock  Branch  Church, 
Newton  County:  Revival, 
June  22  -  25,  7  p.m.; 
Chester  Estes,  Jr.,  speaker; 
Merrill  Cassel,  music; 
Danny  Chaney,  pastor. 

5.  New  Fellowship  Church, 
Hickory:  Revival  June  22  - 
25;  Sun.,  10:45  a.m.  followed 
by  lunch;  Mon.  -  Wed.,  7 

,•  p.m.;  John  Davis,  speaker; 
'Gaiy  Thome,  music. 
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RiteBus  •  RitePrice  •  RitePlace 
Talk  to  Bill  dark  601-750-2364 
www.ritewaybussales.com 
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1.  Bond  Church  Bible  drillers 


RiteWay  Bus  Sales 


2.  Coldwater  Church  Bible 
drillers 


MS  |'(  >si  i  k  >\s 


FBC  OF  EUPORA,  MISS.  IS  NOW 
accepting  resume*  for  the  position  of 
youth  minster.  Send  resumes  to  fbcey- 
outhOgmail.com.  or  FBC-Search,  P.O. 

Box  268,  Eupora,  MS  39744. _ 

WANTED:  PINEVIEW  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
Clinton,  MS  is  seeking  individual  for 
part-time  interim  minister  of  music  or 
part-time  minister  of  music  for  blended 
Worship  service.  Please  send  resume 
to  Pineview  Baptist  Church,  1288 
Cllnton-Raymond  Road,  Clinton,  MS 
39056  or  email  to  PineviewbcObell- 
south.net.  Or  fax  your  resume  to  601  - 
924-8178 

FULL-TIME  MINISTER  OF  MUSIC, 
ftrkview  Baptist  Church,  Greenville, 
Miss.,  ft  seeking  a  full-time  minister  of 
music.  Please  send  resume  to  person¬ 
nel  committee,  712  McAllister  St., 
Greenville,  MS  38701,  or  email  to 


FULL-TIME  MINISTER  OF  MUSIC. 
North  Winona  Baptist  Church, 
Winona,  Mitt.,  is  seeking  a  full-time 
minister  of  music.  Please  tend  resume 
to  North  Winona  Baptist  Church,  attn: 
music  search  committee,  602  Alberta 
Drive,  Winona,  MS  38967.  Or  email  to 

nwbcUduckwood.net. _ 

TWO  POSITIONS:  CENTRAL  BAPTIST 
Church,  Brookhaven,  Mitt.,  it  accepting 
resumes  for  a  full-time  minister  of 
music/outreach  4  full-time  minister  of 
students/college.  Send  resumes  to  749 
N.  jackson  Street,  Brookhaven,  MS 


39601  or  email  to  questionsUcbcb- 
brook  haven. ora. 

FBC  CORINTH,  MISS.,  IS  SEEKING  A 
full-time  minister  of  preschool  6  children. 
Send  resume  to  FBC  oto  search  commft- 
tee,  SOI  Main  St,  Corinth,  MS  38834. 
SALEM  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  MARSHALL 
County,  Miss.  Seeking  part-time  youth 
director  with  potential  for  powth.  Please 
send  resume  to  search  committee.  P.O.  Box 

POOs  Camp,  MS  18659. _ 

FBQ  RIDGELAND  MtfS^  B  ACCEPTING 
resumes  for  ministry/financial  assistant. 
Submit  resume  to  FBC  personnel  commit¬ 
tee,  302  W.  Jackson  Street,  Rkjgeland,  MS 


NEEDED:  PIANIST  FOR  MT.  MORIAH 
Baptist  Church,  Marwood  Loop,  Bogue 
Chltto,  Miss.  This  Is  a  salary  position. 
For  more  information  call  601-833- 
8858  or  601-810-6149. 


YOUTH  MINISTER  NEEDED:  MT. 
MORIAH  Baptist  Church,  Lincoln 
county.  Is  seeking  a  youth  minister.  For 
more  Information,  please  send  resume, 
with  at  least  5  references,  to  search 
committee,  Mt.  Moriah  Baptist  Church, 
814  Marwood  Loop,  SE,  Bogue  Chltto, 
MS  39629,  601-833-8858. 

STEEP  HOLLOW  BAPTIST  IS  IN  SEARCH 
of  a  minister  of  music  and  or  minister  of 
music/education.  Please  send  resumes 
to:  SHBC  minister  of  music  search 
Committee,  2336  Hwy  53,  Pbplarvillc, 
MS  39470. 


1.  Bond  Church, 

Philadelphia,  recognizes  its 
youth  ana  children's 
drillers.  Youth  driller  is 
John  Clifton  Pope;  chil¬ 
dren's  drillers  are  Courtney 
Sanderson,  Madison 

Stevens,  and  Katie 


2.  Coldwater  Church, 

Philadelphia,  recognizes  its 
children's  Bible  drillers: 
Dusty  Watkins,  Mason 
Bates,  and  John  Bates. 

3.  Harmony  Church, 

Louisville,  recognizes  its 
youth  and  children's  Bible 
drill  teams.  Shown  are  the 
participants. 


3a.  Harmony  Church  Bible  drillers 
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3b.  Harmony  Church  Bible  drillers 


STAINED  GLASS:  NEW  WINDOWS 
and  repairs.  Hopper  Stained  Glass, 

Jackson^  877-477-1 899. _ 

SEBREN'S  SIDING,  JACKSON, 
CHRISTIAN  owned.  All  home  improve¬ 
ments,  vinyl  siding,  windows,  metal  and 
shingle  roofs,  patio  covers,  screen  and 
glass  rooms.  601-992-2092,  Don  &  Rita 
Sebren,  owners. 

AFFORDABLE  BEACHFRONT  4 

beachside  vacation  condos.  Gulf 
Shores  and  Orange  Beach,  Alabama. 
Best  value  on  the  beach!  Lowest 
Pricesl  Over  50  top  quaility  condos  I 
Your  satisfaction  is  our  top  priority, 
owned  4  operated  by  Christian  family 
since  1988,  205-5564)368  or  205-752- 
1231,  www.nulfshorescondos.com. 
THE  LIGHTHOUSE  CHRISTIAN 
BEACH  Retreat  and  Conference  Center, 
Orange  Beach,  Alabama.  Directly  on  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico.  Ideal  for  church  beach 
retreats.  From  10  to  150  people,  $30  par 
night  per  person.  A  ministry  of  Romar 
Beach  Bapibst  Church.  Call  Don  at  251- 

752-2366  _ ■' 

REASONABLY  PRICED  INSURANCE: 
Medicare  supplements,  major  med¬ 
ical,  4  small  group  health  Insurance 
plans  available  for  individuals  4 
churches.  Call  Carra  Turner  662  231  • 
4487  for  rates  or  visit  www.turnerln- 

suranceonllne.com. _ 

CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY,  free 
estimates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman, 

Mi**.,  phone  601-776-661 7. _ 

FOR  SALE:  2004  E450  26  PASSENGER 
bus,  13K  miles,  diesel  engine.  For 
more  Information,  call  Brad 
Crowder  at  662-620-5155. 
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COVENANT  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IN 
Collierville,  Tenn.,  a  traditional  conser¬ 
vative  Southern  Baptist  Church  is  now 
accepting  resumes  for  a  full-time  min¬ 
ister  of  education.  For  further  informa¬ 
tion,  see  www.covenantontheweb.org. 
Email  resume  to  offlceUcovenanton- 
theweb.org  or  mail  to  Dr.  Sam  Brassed, 
Covenant  Baptist  Church,  P.O.  Box 
1165,  Collierville,  TN  38027  by  June 

16,  2008. _ 

DISCOUNT  BAPTISTRIES  4  STEEPLES 
Baptistry  murals,  heaters,  lighting,  seating, 
wall  crosses,  pew  cushions,  krtnklglas,  car¬ 
pet,  signs.  Church  Supply  Company  of 

Texas,  800-7284291.  _ 

STAINED  GLASSWORKS,  INC,  SERVING 
MS  4  Al  since  1992.  Call 
PERMA-COAT  SIDING  A  REMODEL¬ 
ING:  vinyl  siding,  sunrooms,  metal  roofs, 
house  washing,  patio  covert  and  much 
more.  Call  James  Thompson  at  601-850- 

9620  or  601 -932-3979 _ 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  COMPANY, 
Inc.,  old  Bibles  rebound.  Alto,  church 
bulletins  and  hymnals.  For  more 
information  call  662  453-7424  or  fax 

us  at  662  455-6743. _ 

FBC  THOMSON,  GEORGIA,  IS  seek¬ 
ing  a  full  time  Minister  of  Music.  For 
a  job  description,  go  to  www.firstbap- 
tistthormon.org  and  click  minister  of 
music.  Send  resumes  to  Dr.  Jim 
Ramsey,  Pastor,  at  jramsey#firstbap- 
tistthomson.org  or  P.O.  Box  1205, 


FBC  OP  RIPLEY  IN  WEST  TENNESSEE, 
it  seeking  a  full-time  pastor  to  lead 
our  congregation  averaging  240  In 
Sunday  morning  worship.  Send 


resume  to  FBC,  attn:  pastor  search 
committee,  P.O.  Box  23,  Ripley,  TN 
38063  or  by  email  to 


FAITH  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  A  CONSERV¬ 
ATIVE  Southern  Baptist  Church  in 
North  Alabama,  it  seeking  a  man  of 
God  to  shepherd  our  congregation  in 
a  full  time  capacity.  Seminary  degree 
and  experience  preferred.  Mail 
resumes  to  pastor  search  committee 
Faith  Baptist  Church,  3979  CO  RD 
434,  Moulton,  AL  35650.  Email:  fbc- 


HUNTING  RETREAT:  PERFECT  FOR 
church  or  Individual.  Loaded  w/deer 
and  turkey,  110+  /-  acres  w/1000  sq. 
ft  house,  30  min.  from  Jackson  in 
Hinds  Co.  Hardwoods,  creeks  4  open 
fields,  S2,900  per  acre,  Nick  Clark, 
K.E.,  601-317-2536 
IS  YOUR  CHURCH  LOOKING  TO 
relocate  and  build?  Fifteen  and  1/2 
acres  of  prime  real  estate  in  Rankin 
county,  with  ongoing  business.  Call 

Thomas  at  601-941-2613. _ 

HIGHLAND  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IN 
Tullahoma,  Tennessee,  it  accepting 
resumes  for  pastor.  Seminary  degree 
and  minimum  five  years  experience 
required.  Please  send  resume  to 
stones4cafes.net  or  mall  to  Steve 
Stone  -  PSC,  203  Carol  Lynne  Ave., 
Tullahoma,  TN  37388. 


CABIN  IN  GATUNBURG  FOR  RENT.  2 
bedrm  2  bath,  full  kitchen,  great 
view  of  National  Park,  $95.00/nite. 
Call  for  information  281  8SS-4469 
or  832  922-0401/0141.  Email 

pdiw47604att.net. 


radical  Principles/ 


Christian  I 
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Got  Bread?  Give  to  World  Hunger 

r  ■■■■  against  hunger,  was  All  of  us  have  felt  the  pinch  and  the 
jtm  used  bv  an  average  of  pain  at  the  gas  pump  and  at  the  grocery 
■  275,856  Mississippians  market  but  not  uke  tne  poorest  pe< 

month  in  the  year  this  planet.  Rice  is  the  staple  food  for  bil- 
).  This  past  lions  of  people  and  it  has  more  than  dou- 
•  439,373  bled  in  price  since  2003.  Over  2.6  billion 
received  people  worldwide  live 
less.  They  have  been 
that  on  food  and  now 

to  feed  themselves  and  Octol 
othing  is  left  for  hous- 


his  own  child?  It's  like  selling  vour 
eyes  or  selling  your  heart!  I  sola  her 
on  only  to  buy  food  for  my  younger  chil¬ 
dren  who  otherwise  would  have  died 
from  hunger." 

What  can  you  and  I  do  to  help? 
per  day  or  Southern  Baptists  have  been  promot¬ 
ing  half  of  ing  the  World  Hunger  Offering  for 
costs  takes  many  years  during  the  month  of 

Last  year  Mississippi 
Baptists  gave  nearly  $236,000  to  this 
it  this  in  effort.  It  we  start  planning  now  to 
away  95  give  in  October,  we  can  serve  even 
more  who  are  in  need. 

Historically,  Baptists  have  used  rice 
bowls  to  collect  money  for  World 
Less  than  one  month  ago  a  report  Hunger,  but  a  new  and  easy  approach 

came  from  Afghanistan  (www.irin-  is  to  use  empty  soup  cans  (family  and 

news.org  of  a  40-year-old  father  who  regular  size)  with  a  special  soup  can 

•Id  daughter,  Rabia,  label.  These  labels  canhe  downloaded 

for  $2,000  to  a  man  in  Sneberghan,  a  from  www.christianaction.com  and 

copied  for  churches,  small  groups, 
Sunday  school  classes,  families,  and 
He  scavenged  in  garbage 'cans  for  left-  children's  projects.  Go  to  the  home 

er  and  starvation.  Ten  over  food  until  the  numbers  of  people  page  and  select  the  Resource  tab  at  the 

Iren  die  every  minute  doing  the  same  got  so  large  that  ne  top.  Then  choose  Special  Emphasis 

i-  Sundays  where  you'll  find  them  under 
How  can  someone  sell  the  World  Hunger  section. 


"Obesity  costs  Mississippi  mil¬ 
lions"  was  one  of  the  featured  articles 
in  the  June  4th  edition  of  The  Clarion 
Ledger.  The  adult  obesity  rate  for 
Mississippi  in  1991  was  more  than  15 
percent.  Now  it  is  30.6  percent.  That 
U  the  highest  in  America.  The  article 
suggested  obesi 
taxpayers 
national  i 


February  over 
individuals  i 
food  stamps, 
number  of  users  has 
nearly  doubled  in  the  all  they  earn  just 
Ity  cost  Mississippi  Porter  past  eight  years.  This  their  families.  N< 

>  $221  million  per  year.  Tne  program  provides  an  ing  and  medical 

medical  bill  for  obesity  is  average  of  96  cents  per  meal  per  person  perspective,  if  someone 
lately  $93  billion  annually.  in  each  household.  The  escalating  cost  percent  of  your  annual  income  and  left 
figures  are  staggering  and  of  food  is  taking  its  toll  on  thousands  of  you  with  only  5  percent,  how  would  you 
but  do  not  let  mem  deceive  families  within  this  state.  tare?  (www.woridhunger.org) 

believing  that  hunger  and  This  picture  gets  worse  as  we  gather 
ion  are  non  existent,  espe-  data  from  around  the  world.  Jerry 
Mississippi  and  the  rest  of  the  Price,  in  an  article  featured  by  the  Ethics 
he  United  States  Department  and  Religious  Liberty  Commission,  sold  his  11-year-ol 
ilture  estimates  that  200,000  stated  that  more  than  1.2  billion  people  f  _  . 

>pi  households  live  with  live  below  the  international  poverty  city  in  northern  Afghanistan,  to  feed 
r  the  threat  of  hunger  on  a  level  —  $1  per  day.  One  half  ot  all  the  his  wife  and  three  younger  children, 
asis.  deaths  of  children  under  the  age  of  5  is 

lading  cause  of  hunger  is  caused  by  huni 

poverty  and  it  is  here  that  Mississippi  pre-school  chil  ,  w 

leads  all  states.  The  Food  Stamps  from  malnutrition,  a  number  which  has  coula  not  find  enough  to  feed  his  fam 
Program,  the  first  line  of  defense  not  changed  in  the  past  20  years.  ily.  He  asked,  "He“*  c“r.  rcrr.ccr.c  "“! 


Debate  on  health  of  SBC  continues  with  resolutions 


As  Southern  Baptists  gathered 
for  their  annual  meeting  in 
Indianapolis  earlier  this  week, 
three  resolutions  have  been  pro¬ 
posed  that  call  for  Southern 
Baptist  churches  to  address  the 
sometimes-great  disparity 
defining  between  the  number  of  members 
tity,  bap-  they  claim  and  how  many  mem- 
ndicator,  bers  are  actually  bom-again  dis¬ 
ciples  of  Jesus  Christ  Tne  out¬ 
come  of  the  proposed  resolutions 
was  not  known  at  The  Baptist 
Record's  press  deadline. 

The  debate  sometimes  focuses 
on  a  "total  membership"  number 
that  has  a  legitimate  statistical 
value,  while  tne  real  issue  has 
more  to  do  with  who  should  be 
accepted  into  church  member¬ 
ship,  what  expectations  should 
be  held  up  for  members  and 
what  to  do  about  members  who 
aren't  engaged  in  Jesus'  mission 
in  die  world,  Dockery  said. 

Over  the  course  of  nearly  six 
decades,  Southern  Baptists  have 
allowed  their  priorities  to  gradu¬ 
ally  shift  from  Christian  fiuthful- 
ident  of  ness  and  spiritual  maturity  to 
son,  Tn.,  numerical  growth  and  program- 
ce  of  an  matic  efficiency,  Dockery  said, 
ihip  roll. 

rvember-  Churches  need  refocus 

to  three  Without  ignoring  the  imjpor- 
?le  actu-  tance  of  numerical  growth  or 
om  of  a  efficiency.  Southern  Baptists 
—  one  "need  to  refocus  on  what  it 
f  what  it  means  to  be  a  Baptist  church, 
irch  and  what  it  means  to  be  a  member 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP  and  dance.  People  can  choose  the  vital  role  in  several  areas:  deter-  church  is  one  with  a  decrease  in 

local  reports)  —  Making  a  big  ones  they  feel  best  reflect  die  real-  mining  the  number  of  messen-  total  membership  of  10%  or  more 

issue  of  a  one-year  decline  in  the  ity,"  Thaurp  said,  "but  when  you  gers  a  congregation  can  have  at  over  the  past  five  years; 

Southern  Baptist  Convention's  start  trying  to  interpret  numbers,  an  annual  meeting,  providing  a  plateaued  are  those  in  between, 
total  membership  number  focus-  things  get  complicated."  means  of  comparison  with  other 

es  too  much  on  one  number  and  For  example,  average  atten-  religious  groups  that  use  similar  Baptisn 

misses  the  complexity  of  what  is  dance  may  not  completely  reflect  measures,  offering  a  measure  of  Of  course,  1 
actually  going  on  in  Southern  the  number  of  people  actually  the  "corporate  size"  and  thus  the  sees  evangelisr 

Baptist  lue,  says  one  leading  involved  in  a  congregation  if  25%  strength  of  a  church  body,  and  characteristic  of 

Southern  Baptist  statistician.  of  the  people  are  there  only  on  providing  continuity  with  histor-  tisms  are  an  im 

'Too  much  has  been  made  of  the  first  ana  third  Sundays,  while  ical  measurements  of  Southern  Tharp  noted.  In 

the  2007  drop  in  total  member-  another  25%  are  there  only  on  the  Baptist  life  that  date  back  to  1845.  of  reported  baptisms  in  the 

ship  (.24%,  mom  16,306,246  to  second  and  fourth.  Instead  of  focusing  on  total 

16,266,9201,"  said  CM  Tharp,  On  top  of  that,  in  a  highly  membership  as  an  indicator  of 
who  coordinates  collection  of  mobile  society  like  the  United  the  Southern  Baptist 
the  Southern  Baptist  States,  members  who  move  and  Convention's  health,  other  statis- 
Convention's  Annual  Church  '  '  *“  **  1J‘* 1  ‘“L^J 

Profile  for  LifeWay  Christian 
Resources.  "One  year  does  not  a 
trend  make.  It's  a  complex  real¬ 
ity  with  numerous  factors  at 
work.  They  interact  with  each 
other.  It's  simplistic  to  grab  onto 
one  and  say,  'This  is  it.  " 

In  a  complicated  setting  like 
21st-century  America,  many 
trends  in  tne  larger  society  — 
changing  ethnic  makeup,  family 
mobility,  the  aging  of  the  popula¬ 
tion,  urbanization,  resistance  to 
Christianity  —  affect  member- 
in  churches, 


ship  and  ati 
Tharp  said. 


Even  what  seems  to  be 
straightforward  analysis  of  plain 
numbers  may  not  capture  he 
complexities  of  what  is  really 
going  on.  "Besides  the  total 
membership  number,  we  also 
report  resident  membership  and 
average  primary  worship  atten- 


The  BCV  has  available 

"Adventures  in  Missions" 

curriculum  available  to  teach  chil¬ 
dren  about  the  ministry  and  work  of 
The  Baptist  Children's  Village. 


CHILD* 


Ronnie  Woodheld 


Ralph Cheryl  Leigh  * 

Mary  Lyn  PriktnT 

!» 

Mrs  Ann  Stnnger 

jtr 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Tom  Coward  )r. 
lover  Lev 

Mrs.  lauiueHne  H.  Given 

iLlmhetT 

Mn  Ann  Stringer 

c*n  Logan 

Rev  k  Mrs.  Jim  Burra 
MtXkSi  Barney  J.  Albritton 


Mother  of  Lias 


The  material  provides  leaders  with 
lesson  plans,  stories  and  activities 
for  5  lessons.  It  can  be  used  in  con¬ 
junction  with  VBS,  GA's  RA's,  and 
other  children's  activities. 


Please  contact  Celeste  Cade  through 
the  BCV  web  site  at 


Dr.  Rory  Lee.  Executive  Director 

P.0.  Box  27 

Clinton.  MS  390600027 
(601)922-2242 

www.b6pti8tchildr6nsvillag6.com 


Mr  k  Mrs  Brian  W.  Manning 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Cheater  Holloway 
Mrs  Bribe  Martin 

Mrs  Edna  M.  Gilliland 
Rarford  Martin 

Mr  k  Mrs  Norman  Jenkins 
CarlC.  McARetar 

Mr.  k  Mrs  Tom  Coward  Jr. 
FayeMcOuer 

Dr.  k  Mrs  Carl  S.  Bozeman 
Mr  Robert  McCool 

Mr.  k  Mrs  Charles  Dew 
Kathlen  McDaniel 


or  601-922-2242  to  request  a  copy. 


Mrs  Frances  Dixon 

Joe  k  Glenda  Rogers  It  Family 
Carl  Duer 

Mr.  *  Mrs  Howard  C.  Duer 
Mr  J.  T  Eaves 

East  LouisviUe  BC 
Annie  Laune  Edgar 

Ms  Susan  B.  Silver 
Mr.  Edwards 

Mr.  k  Mrs  David  Sullivan 
R.  j.  Edwards 

Ms  Beth  Randall 
Mac  By 

Mr  4r  Mrs  Stuart  Allen 
Mr.  Ehon  Everitt 

Ms  Nancy  F.  Patrick 
Dr  William  M.EwvlL)r 

Ms  Nancy  L  Crawford 
Mr.  Bobb\  Fisher 

Mrs  Edith  M.  Aldridge 
Mrs  J  M.  Tidwell 
Leone  B.  Fortenberry 

Mr.  !r  Min.  Qen  D.  Fortenberry 
Tommy  Gambill 

Mr  k  Mrs  S.  S.  Crocker 
Mrs  Earlene  Downs  Gamer 

Gerald  *  Dottle  Buoianan 
Mr.  Ira  L  Gilbert 

The  Robert  Sullivans 
Mn  Freddie  Goad 

Mr.  k  Mn  lames  Criswell  Jr 
Donnie  Mae  Gordon 

Mr.  k  Mn  Sieve  Shurden 


Mr.  k  Mn  Frank  L  Morgan 
Angus  McCraw 

Mr.  *  Mn  James  H.  Gibbs 
C  olonel  Roy  McKee 

Dr.  k  Mrs  James  H.  May 
David  May 
Rusty  McKee 

Ms  Doris  D.  Stinson 
Mn  Wilton  Taylor 
Ethel  H  McKinley 

Mr.  k  Mn  Glen  D.  Fortenbei 
Steven  Messiers 

Mr.  *  Mn  Bill  Butler 
Mary  Elizabeth  C  hapman  Middlei 
Mr  Mark  Scobry 
Brenda  Wade  Miles 

Mn Jane  S.  Grlzzatd 
Ms  Sanrn  P.  Scott 


Ms  Ruth  V  Whitt 
Mr.  Charles  W.  Holmes 
Paul  Burrow 

Mr  *  Mn  Bob  Glaze 
Mr.  WUson  Braby 

Lauderdale  County  Bapt  Aaaoc 
Dr.  Rum  Bush 

Mr  *  Mn  Lester  Haddox 
Mn  Evelyn  Bush 

Mrs  Nancy  M.  Newman 
Mn  Ruth  Bvrd 

Mn  Arm  Stringer 
Mn  RutnCakole 

Mn  Atm  Stringer 
Mother  of  Barbara  Caldwell 

Mn  )oyce  W,  Edmondson 
JeriCaltoun 

Doris  Nannev 
LaNRaWkbb 
Mar  Campbatt 

MnUndaS.  Campbell 
J.  A.  Carr 

Mr.  *  Mn  Aba  M.  Holmes 
Joe  Carr 

Qeo*  Mike  Williams 
R.  W.  Carreway,  Jr. 


May  1-31, 2006 

HONORS 

AlU  Grace  Albritton 

Mr.  *  Mn  Barney  J.  Albritton 
Mn  Mildred  Branson 

Lydia  S8C  FBC-Ointon 
Mildred  Campbell 

Prilling  Vtofker*  SSC  East  Fork 

Mn  Elizabeth  Childs 

Dr.  *  Mn  Linuei  D.  Jayroe 
Mn  Lauren  Conner 

Dr  *  Mn  Jay  Hubbard  * 
Caroline 
Boise  Crwwlev 

Door  Croasiey  S8C,  FBC- 


Roger  *  Martha  Smith 
J.  Martin  Mooney 

Mr.  *  Mn  Jimmie  F.  Baggett 
Doris  F.  Moore 

Mn  Edith  M.  Aldridge 

a*» —  -t-aa  a  -a -  v 

ttctkmtii  (Yiorvan 

Mr.  *  Mrs  Jack  L.  Henry 
Bud  *  Charlotte  Vickers 
Mr.  *  Mn  Frank  L  Morgan 
Mn  Nan  Moudy 

Mr.  *  Mrs  Charles  Dew 
Mr  *  Mrs  Philip  W  Jones 


Ayleen  Abel 

Mn  Beulah  Abel 
>a.*poen  uinsiopoef  AiDonon 

Dennis  Stephanie  *  Lori  Sice 
Joe  Alford 

Ms  Eleanor  S  Slaughter 
James  WWam  BUT  ABen 

Mr  4  Mn  Sidney  E  Mayo 
Mike  Alien  7 

David  *  Jo  Ellen  Doss 
Tommie  Frances  Anderson 
Mn  Iverson  McKey 
Beverly  Autanon 

Dr  *  Mn  Fred  J.  McDonnell 
Mr  Charles  Babb 

Branch  BC-Morion 
Courtney  Beet  Ballard 

Mr.  *  Mn  PM  W.  Denton 
Mr.  Robert  F  Ballard 

Dr  *  Mn  Linuei  D.  Jayroe 


Mn  Allyne  Statham 
Me  *  Mn  Dim  Farmer 

Dr.  *  Mn  linuei  D.  Jayroe 
Myrtle*  Fulton 

Mr.  *  Mn  Larry  R.  Fulton 
MnCwyGauk 

Dr.  It  Mn  Linuei  D.  Jayroe 
MnNeOeCault 

ft.  *  Mn  LinuelD.  Jayroe 

Mends  of  Caroline  Gross 
Mn  Lynn  Gunter 

Dr.  *  Mrs  Linuei  D.  Jayroe 
tviis.  if  it  .46  niynn 

Dr.  *Mn  Jay  Hubbard* 
Caroline 
Dale  Jackson 

Me  *Mn  Alan  C.  Hurdle 
Mr  *  Mn  Neman  Hurdle 
f'atsv  lohnnon 

Mr.  *  Mn  H.  L  Brinkley 

MIS.  wYUur  rrarkw  I otxn 

Mr.  *  Mn  Glvnn  Jones 
Jaaon*  Becky  Lae 

Ms  Diana  Forrest 
Paige  Lew* 

Me  *  Mn  Denny  F.  Wefoor 
Mn  Betty  LoveUdv  7 

DrWl^vMidy.SSGN 


Natalie  Morgan  Nason 

Mr.  *Mi  Frank  L  Morgan 
Bud  *  Charlotte  VWkers 
Mr.  *  Mn  Jack  L  Henry 
Lloyd  Newman,  Jr 

VMUng  Warier*  SSC  East  Fork 

Mr.  Roy  Newsom 

Me  *  Mn  Lester  Hadden 
Mrs  Inez  CTBnant 

Mr.  *  Mn  Charles  Dew 
Lillian  Odom 

Ms  Betty  Newell 
Mark  Oubre 

Mr  *  Mrs.  &  &  Crocker 
Mr.  Marion  C.  Owen 

Dr.  *  Mn  Robert  Jordan 
Thelma  Patton  Piris 

L  M.  *  Dolores  Collins 
Jewel  Phillips 

Mr.  (Mn  Murry  Mitchell 
Bradley  Scott  Pittman 

Mr  *  Mn  Scott  E  Pittman 
Mn  Ruth  RoS 

Me  *  Mn  Dennis  L.  McPhail 
Mn  Arm  Stringer 
Cote  Pratt 

John*  Nancy  MiUer 
ChsrUePtevost 
Unity  BC 

Mr.  Ronald  Ramshur 

Mr.  *  Mn  Bmmie  L  Man  ton 
Mn  Eunice  Maudelle  RandaU 
Larry  *  Brands  Cotten 


John* 


Mr  *  Mn  Stuart  Allen 
Mr.  *  Mn  Flovd  F  Fugue  Jr. 
Mr  *  Mn  L  E  "Red' Brown 
Nan  Hudson 

Mr  *  Mrs  Charles  H  McMtnr 
Catherine  Hutton 

Me  *  Mn  Ricky  Pullen 

K  A-  sag? A — at  a -  * 

ivtr.  Jtnu>  uttcrim 

Dr.  *  Mn  James  H.  May  * 

Robert  Aldridge  Ingram 

Mr  * hos  Sfceet  Sanders 
ludson  Irwui 

Mr.  *Mn  PhilbpR.  Hilton 
Mn  Jacque  Jacob 

E  Champion 

wn  Df  civ  Kvuvon 

Me *Mn  Danny  E  Daves 
Wyatt  Mitchell  Johnson 

Mm  Norma  Jean  Russet) 


Dr.  *  Mn  Jay  Hubbard  * 


B.  Murray 


from  Godly  homes,  ere-  graphic  description  of  the  effects  Street  USA  in  Disney  World, 
ate  them  so  that  we  can  of  drinking  too  much.  In  our  What  we  see  are  facades.  We  see 
establish  a  heritage  of  society,  however,  there  is  a  host  what  others  project  and  want  us 
stability  and  hope  and  of  substances  that  can  be  and  are  to  see.  What  we  may  find  behind 
Godliness.  There  are  all  abused.  In  addition  to  illicit  many  of  those  pretty  trappings  is 
sorts  of  reasons  why,  but  street  drugs,  there  are  many  who  dishonesty,  confusion,  dread, 
verse  25  gives  the  one  are  walking  around  in  a  mental  trouble  and  personal  misery.  We 
most  undeniably  fog  because  of  improperly  tak-  need  to  be  careful  what  we  covet 
Southern;  It  will  make  ing  or  being  over-prescribed  Instead,  we  are  to  fill  our 
Mama  proud!  sedatives,  anti-depressants  and  homes  with  priceless  treasures  (v. 

Secondly,  we  are  other  anti-anxiety  drugs.  4),  such  as  family  harmony, 

urged  to  stay  pure  (23: 26-  When  our  lives  are  unconditional  love,  security  and 
outa  doubt  we  are  living  stressed,  we  need  the  ability  good  sense.  These  cannot  be 
>f  the  most  immoral  cn-  to  think  clearly  and  reason  Bought;  they  are  never  listed  as 
i  American  history.  Our  our  way  through  turmoil,  assets  in  a  portfolio;  but  they  pro- 
s  saturated  with  tempta-  Good  decisions  can  never  be  vide  die  solid  foundation  upon 
sexual  immorality  in  the  made  when  our  thinking  is  which  our  families  thrive, 
e  read,  the  television  we  clouded  in  any  way.  We  have  just  begun  hurri- 

td  the  music  we  listen  to.  The  final  way  to  guard  our  cane  season,  and.  For  all  we 
amet  has  punctured  the  homes  is  to  stay  wise  (24:1-4).  know,  we  may  have  another  big 
even  the  most  protective  "Do  not  be  envious  of  evil  men  one  to  contend  with  in  a  few 
nd  brought  the  availability  nor  desire  to  be  with  them"  (24:1  days  or  weeks.  So  it  is  with  life, 
graphy  within  easy  reach.  AMS).  Believe  me,  it  is  easy  to  Storms  are  going  to  come.  Just 
stian  parents  should  look  at  others  at  times  and  wish  as  we  need  to  store  bottled 
nderestimate  the  influ-  we  had  it  as  good  as  they.  It's  water,  generators,  batteries  and 
ey  have  on  their  chil-  even  easy  to  covet  the  material  cannedfood  in  the  event  of  hur- 
futures  by  being  role  success  of  others,  especially  if  ricanes  or  other  natural  disas- 
of  sexual  purity  and  we're  struggling.  However,  we  ters,  we  need  to  fill  the  pantries 
faithfulness.  are  warned  not  to,  mainly  of  our  lives  with  every  tool  to 

third  way  to  "storm-  because  we  may  not  know  the  give  us  stability  ana  footing 
our  homes  is  to  stay  full  story  of  how  some  people  when  the  going  gets  rough. 

ided  (23:29-35).  The  accrue  their  wealth.  - ; - 

:  these  verses  is  alcohol  I've  often  said  that  people's  Fortenberry  is  a  member  of  First 
and  they  provide  a  lives  are  like  walking  down  Main  Church,  McComb. 


Bible  Studies  for  Life 

How  to  Storm-Proof  Your  Home 

Proverbs  23:22-24:4 


with  him  or  viewed 
him  as  a  threat. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Stephen:  Boldness 

Acts  6:8-15;  7:51-60 


If  God's  work  is  going  to  Stephen  loved  the 
get  done,  it  will  be  done  by  Lord  and  did  not  care  Va 
people.  Not  because  people  who  knew  about  it.  He 
say  so,  but  because  God  says  was  empowered  by  the  Spirit 
so.  God  has  chosen  not  only  to  work  great  wonders  and 
to  save  people  from  sin;  he  signs  among  the  people, 
also  has  chosen  to  use  them  to  However,  he  is  best  known 
share  his  life-changing;  news  for  his  ability  to  outdebate 
with  others  who  need  him.  those  who  disputed  with  him 
Over  the  next  five  weeks  we  (Acts  6:9-10).  Those  who 
will  examine  the  lives  of  five  argued  with  Stephen 
people  whom  God  used  in  were  not  able  to  withstand  his 
significant  ways.  Each  person  wisdom  and  the  Spirit  with 
exhibits  characteristics  we  which  he  spoke, 
can  learn  from  as  we  do  God's  We  should  note  that 
work  in  our  own  lives.  The  Stephen  was  not  an  ordained 
first  person  we  observe  is  or  trained  clergy.  He  was  a  lay- 
Stephen.  Little  is  known  of  man  who  loved  Jesus.  By 
his  personal  life.  Our  first  yielding  to  the  leadership  and 
glimpse  of  him  occurs  in  Acts  empowerment  of  the  Holy 
6:5  where  he  is  described  as  Spirit  in  his  life,  Stephen  was 
"a  man  full  of  faith  and  the  able  to  present  the  Gospel  con- 
Holy  Spirit."  vincingly.  People  who  heard 

him  would  either  have  agreed 


Guidelines  for  submitting  news  and  photographs 

Record  is  pleased  to  publish 
olographs  of  special  events 


.  _  items  are  generally  not  publishable. 

^  *  Photographs  can  not  be  returned.  Please 

A  do  not  attach  photos  with  tape  or  staples. 

All  news  items  are  subject  to  editing, 
A L  ^ ^  and  all  photographs  are  subject  to  crop- 

tographs  will  be  printed.  News  items  anchor 
photographs  can  be  published  one  time 
only.  Deadline  for  submitting  news  is  one 

be  accepted.  Photograph  attachments  white.  Instant  photos  and  digital  printouts  week  prior  to  requested  publication  date, 
are  permissible.  are  not  reproducible.  Digital  photos  may  Articles  that  are  not  date-sensitive  will 

Please  make  articles  concise.  Include  be  used  it  submitted  as  a  JPEG  file  via  be  published  on  a  space-available  basis, 
the  who,  what,  when,  where  details  of  either  (a)  e-mail,  (b)  three-and-a-half  inch  Submit  news  and  photographs  to  The 
the  story,  along  with  a  contact  person's  floppy  disk,  or  (c)  CD.  Photos  must  be  Baptist  Record,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS 
address  and  telephone  number.  clear,  sharp,  and  well-lighted.  Cell  phone  39205-0530.  FAX:  (601)  292-3330.  E-mail: 

Photographs  may  be  color  or  black  and  photographs  and  other  low  resolution  baptlstrecordembcb.org. 


Park  Haven  Church, 
Laurel,  has  called  Shane 
Thrash  as  minister  of  fam¬ 
ilies.  He  is  seen  with  his 
wife  Kristel  and  son 
Kristian. 


Fin*  Church,  Kosciusko, 
has  called  Aimee  Bradley 
as  children's  .  minister. 
Shown  are  Bradley  with 
her  husband  Paul,  and 
children  Jerrod,  Victoria, 
Daniel,  and  Ben. 


1.  Thrash  family.  Park  Haven  Church 


2.  Bradley  family.  First  Church,  Kosciusko 


1.  Slay  den  Church,  Slay  den:  Kickoff,  Sun., 
June  15,  6:30  p.m.;  June  15  -  19,  8:30  a.m.  - 
noon;  commencement,  June  22,  6:30  p.m. 

2.  Bethel  Church,  Brandon:  June  16  -  20,  6  - 
8:30  p.m.;  for  information,  call  (601)  825- 
5255  or  visit  www.bethelbaptistms.org. 

3.  Bond  Church,  Philadelphia:  June  16  -  20, 
5:30  -  8  p.m.,  ages  3  -  if. 

4.  Bellevue  Church,  Pontotoc:  June  16  -  20, 
6:30  -  8:30  p.m. 


5.  Tuscola  Church,  Leake  County:  June  17  - 
21;  Tues.  -  Fri.,  6  -  8:30  p.m.;  Sat.,  8:30  a.m. 
-  noon;  ages  3  yrs.  -  6th  grade;  for  infor¬ 
mation  call  (601)  267-8509. 


267-8509. 


grade;  for  infor- 


6.  New  Hope  Church,  Foxworth:  June  23  - 
27;  8:30  -  11:30  a.m. 

7.  Ramah  Church,  McCall  Creek:  June  23  - 
27,  6:30  -  8:30  p.m.;  4  yr.  olds  -  6th  grade. 


The  children's  mission 
groups  of  Union  Church, 
Union  Church,  collected 
school  supplies  for  the 
Children's  Haven  in 
Mexico.  Shown  are  the  par¬ 
ticipants  and  leaders. 


Dumas  Church,  Dumas 
held  a  baby  dedication  on 
Mother's  Day.  Shown  are 
Corey,  Casey,  and  Caden 
.  Hargett;  Scotty,  Tiffany,  and 
Caleb  Hatcher;  and  Megan, 
Adam,  and  Tucker  Hargett. 


1.  The 


Dinner  Theatre 


Carey 

University  will  present 
Smoke  on  the  Mountain 


attiesburg  campus. 
Tickets  are  $25  and  includ 


buffet  meal. 


book. 

Reservations  available  at 


(601)  318-6221. 


Bill  and  Jill  Baker  have 
rovided  a  scholarship  at 


.ouege 

for  students  who  intend  to 


rsue  a  career  in  full 


1.  Union  Church  missions  groups 


ministry,  with  preference 
being  given  to  students 
from  Pontotoc  County. 


1.  Smoke  on  the  Mountain  Homecoming 


3.  Carol  Jones,  director  of 
psychology  and  counsel¬ 
ing  at  William  Carey 
University,  was  elected 
chair  of  tne  Mississippi 
State  Board  of  Examiners 
for  Licensed  Professional 
Counselors  after  being 
confirmed  by  the 
Mississippi  Senate  in  her 
appointment  by  Gov. 
Barbour  in  May. 


The  14th  annual 
Communicator  Awards 
honored  Mississippi 
College  fine  arts  graduate 
Jennifer  Dyess,  a  Brandon 
resident,  with  its  Award  of 
Distinction  in  the  overall 
design  category.  Her 
Winners  Challenge 

Brochure  was  recently  print¬ 
ed  by  Hederman  mothers 
Printers  of  Ridgeland. 


2.  Dumas  Church,  Dumas,  baby  dedication 


2.  Jill  and  Bill  Baker 


online  at  WWW.mDCb.org,  to  learn  about  all 
Mississippi  Baptist  mission  opprotunities.  , 


